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Importance of Early Childhood Education
  The benefits of early childhood education last 
lifetimes. A limited list of the most important benefits 
includes: socialization, cooperation, enthusiasm 
for learning, respect, resilience, concentration, 
patience, confidence and appreciation of diversity. 
Socialization outside the family is the basis for most 
of the other benefits on this list. 
   By 18 months, children are beginning to conceive 
of their self as a discrete entity, meaning they can 
interpret their experiences as unique to their own 
being. Beginning to spend time as part of a larger 
social sphere can hone this awareness in numerous 
positive ways. 
  The opportunities for cooperation, resilience, 
patience, confidence and appreciation of diversity 
increase with community beyond the family. 
Especially given our multiage arrangement, the 
amount of learning amongst the children from one 
another is substantial. The youngest are fascinated 
watching the older students’ capabilities and the 
older ones are eager to help and teach their younger 
classmates.
   Children from 18 months to 6 years old are 
balancing their situational dependence with the 
development of their independence. When they are 
in a group of others in a similar stage of life, they 
are emboldened to both practice independence as 
well as the paramount skill of seeking help when 

necessary. Everyday our students are encouraged to try 
many things on their own as well as to notice when it may 
be time to enlist some help from a peer or a teacher.
   Children’s connection to their parents, while one of the 
most beautiful and important parts of life, can also hinder 
their desire and confidence to explore their independence 
as fully as they are able. Our half day program provides a 
limited time where they can learn from the other children 
how fun and safe life can be even when away from their 
loved ones. Once they adjust to the separation, their 
individuality bursts.
   One skill we are particularly proud to provide a space in 
which to practice is that of self soothing. We are always 
available to comfort our students, but there are times in 
which it needs to be okay to be sad. When we know they 
are not hurt, uncomfortable, hungry, thirsty, or tired, we 
will offer them the space to feel their sadness and the time 
to figure out for themselves what may be an appealing way 
to spend their time. It is truly amazing how capable very 
young children are at achieving this skill, when allowed the 
opportunity. This skill translates to so many other important 
mental health benefits in subsequent life stages.
  Our students display so much spontaneous empathy, 
which far from being a natural trait, is directly tied to 
experience and intentional cultivation. We have seen so 
many deep, loving friendships develop at Pisgah Collective 
and are eager to continue growing an ever increasing 
community of empowered life long learners.

  During our parent book chat we discussed the meaning and 
importance of Sensitive Periods. Maria Montessori is credited 
with noticing there are particular windows of interest in 
which most children can be expected to more easily attend 
certain kinds of things and gain specific skills. 
   Adult awareness of these sensitive periods informs our 
ability to educate by ‘following the child.’ Certain behaviors, 
seen through the lense of a sensitive period, can alter our 
interpretation of what a child is gaining from a seemingly 
random interest. In a famous example, on a walk with families, 
a small girl became inconsolable, Maria took a jacket from 
the mother’s arm and draped it over the mother’s shoulders, 
instantly calming the child who was demonstrating the 
extremity of her sensitive period for order: a jacket belongs 
on the shoulders.
For a more in depth explanation of this fascinating 
phenomena check out: http://ageofmontessori.org/the-ten-secrets-of-montessori-4-sensitive-periods/



       SEEDLING START
       Monday, September 9
There is still time to sign up and 
spread the word for our after 
school program!

       CLOSED - Fall Break       
       September 23 - 27 

       FALL FESTIVAL      
        Saturday, October 19 
        12 - 4 p.m. 
Join us at our original location at 
Rooster Head Plantation’s farm 
(1200 Old Hendersonville Hwy) 
for a family friendly fall festival. We 
will be operating the kids area.

       STONE SOUP CELEBRATION
       Wednesday, November 20
       4:30 - 7 p.m. 
Mark your calendar for our third 
annual Stone Soup event where 
our community comes together 
to cook and eat a meal together. 
More details to follow.

Fall Payment #2 Due:
Friday, September 20

Fall Payment #3 Due:
Friday, October 18

Community Happenings
Free Kids Insect Program

Tuesday, September 17, 2019 at 4 – 5 p.m.
Head to the Transylvania County Library for an introduction to 

entomology, the study of insects. You’ll learn all about our creepy, 
crawly friends and go on a short guided insect walk! 

Historical Society Tea Party
Saturday, September 28 from 3 - 5 p.m.

The Transylvania County Historical Society is hosting afternoon tea to 
fundraise for upkeep of their properties, including the Allison-Deaver 

House. It will be held at the Inn at Brevard. For details or questions 
visit: http://www.tchistoricalsociety.com

Important Dates

             

FALL FAMILY 
OPEN HOUSE For those of you with preverbal 

and just verbal children, sign 
language can be a very helpful 

tool for communicating. 
Signs we use in class: 

help, please, stop, yes, no, 
more, all done, sit, water

For more, check out:
https://www.thebump.com/a/

how-to-teach-baby-sign-
language

Sign Language

In our program, the emphasis is on the sounds 
letters represent. Teaching the names of letters 
can lead to confusion later, as they have little to 
nothing to do with the sounds they represent.
  One of the best pre-reading activities we can do 
with preschoolers is phonetic awareness I Spy. 
At first, we start with very simple, known people and 
objects. We emphasize with our ‘telescope’ hand, ‘I 
spy with my little eye something that starts with buh, 
buh, buh.’ ‘Boat!’ 
  This sort of awareness of sound is significantly more 
relevant to the ground-work for reading than ABCs. 
As children master beginning sound I Spy, we can 
move onto ending sounds, and finally middle sounds. 
  This game is unparalleled in creating the sort of 
awareness that can make the acquisition of reading 
skills seem effortless and natural.
This is an easy game to integrate into everyday use 
and the kiddos love it! Please reach out if you are 
interested in more information or more resources. 

INSTEAD OF ABCS


