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ADULT ENVIRONMENT

While we are not a traditional Montessori program, 
we must attribute much of our inspiration to this 
educational philosophy. One of the most intriguing 
and telling facts about Montessori is its existence on 
every inhabited continent and in some version in 
almost every culture. The truths highlighted by the 
Montessori approach are open to interpretation. Maria 
Montessori herself made it clear that the principles 
she spread were to be adjusted by the practitioners to 
their time, place, and particular community. 

The following quotes are Maria Montessori’s own 
words, bear in mind her time and place: they are over 
100 years old and translated from Italian. 

Most simply put, the common goal of any 
Montessori inspired community is to help the next 
generation move closer to a more peaceful existence. 
This is achieved by helping children self actualize 
their potentialities through successful, intentional and 
freely chosen activities. “We claim that an individual 
is disciplined when he is the master of himself and 
when he can, as a consequence, control himself when 
he must follow a rule of life...A child’s liberty should 
have as its limit the interest of the group to which he 
belongs.”

A basic tenet of Montessori education is that 
humans learn by doing. Rather than conceiving of 
education as a process of a teacher filling up an empty 
vessel, we light a flame under an already full vessel to 
stimulate that which is already present. 

A Montessori teacher’s primary role is to prepare 
the environment such that open exploration will 
manifest learning and further curiosity. “It is through 
the environment that the individual is molded and 
brought to perfection. A child is forced to come to 
terms with his surroundings and the efforts entailed 
lead to an integration of his personality.”

There is multidirectional feedback between the 
child, adult, and environment. Each vector must be 
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nurtured and carefully considered. This educational style can 
appear hands off, but is actually a highly curated experience. 

By carefully preparing the environment for exploration, 
we facilitate the independence that is the natural goal of 
development. “The more complicated the civilization in 
which the adult is compelled to live, the more necessary it is 
for children to have a prepared environment.”

Our respect for the children’s ability to freely choose their 
own individualized education is balanced by our knowledge 
of each child’s skills, interests and limits, allowing us to 
provide successful outcomes but also challenging them as 
they are ready. “This discipline is one of the fruits of liberty. 
In fact we might say that such discipline and liberty cannot 
really be separated: they are like opposite sides of the same 
coin.

We refer to much of their activity as work. A child’s work is 
constructing the adult they will become. Many things that 
may appear to us to be play is more correctly seen as their 
work. Part of the work in early childhood is gaining skills 
that increase their independence. Whenever we are helping 
a small child, consider that we should orient this helping 
toward helping them to do it themselves. 

Of course, the pace of life in our time and place is such 
that there are many times outside of school that this is not 
practical, so we provide a time and space where helping 
them in this manner is paramount. This helps them to 
develop skills and hopefully makes it easier for families to 
help them in this way when possible.

Consider that young children are expected to grow up in an 
alien world populated by giants. They are constantly rushed 
or asked to wait. In general, our world is not set up to meet 
the needs of children. “One of the first essentials for any adult 
who wishes to help small children is to learn to respect the 
different rhythm of their lives.” 

Luckily, this is changing and we are all privileged to be a 
part of such a child oriented community. But it is still the case 
that the world moves fast and is full of dangers, making our 
time together as a school community all the more sweet and 
special. 

As a staff, we will be reading Montessori a Modern 
Approach by Paula Polk Lillard over the summer. This is an 
excellent, accessible introduction to Montessori that we 
heavily encourage interested parents, grandparents, and 
caregivers to check out! 

We will host a book chat at the end of the summer for 
anyone interested in discussing the book. 

Look back at September 2018 and October 2018 for other Montessori specific content.

https://static1.squarespace.com/static/591df15159cc6846fb742d1a/t/5b8d8b9d8a922d7beea84ab1/1536002975291/Absorbent+Observer+2.1.pdf
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/591df15159cc6846fb742d1a/t/5bb148d84785d387b9e99670/1538345180714/Absorbent+Observer+2.2.pdf


*Spring* Final Payment Due: 
Friday, MAY 3

*Summer* Payment 1 Due: 

Friday, MAY 24

Community Happenings
Farmers Market Opening Day

May 4 from 8 a.m. - 12 p.m.
It’s the Transylvania County Farmers Market opening day and spring 
celebration! There will be live music, a kids corner, a beard contest, a 
Master Gardeners’ Booth, dozens of great vendors and local produce 

and products!
Natural Playdates

Thursday, May 2 @ 10:00 am
Tuesday, May 7 @ 10:00 am

Thursday, May 9 @ 10:00 am
Check out these free, fun, educational natural play programs for 

children ages 3 - 5 and their parent/caregiver. Playdates take place 
outside, rain or shine, and will include stories, structured activities, and 
free play in nature. Meet at 299 Andante Lane at Brevard Music Center.

There is a lot going on this month in town! Keep your eyes 
out and use our family Facebook Page to share! 

        May Fest
       Saturday, May 18 
       12 - 4 p.m. 
You don’t want to miss May Fest at 
Just Ripe Farm! We will be running 
the kids activity and craft area. 
There will be live music, flower 
crowns, hayrides, food trucks, and  
more!
       End of Year Family Picnic
       Saturday, May 25 
       10 a.m. - 12 p.m. 
Join us at Sycamore Flats for a end-
of-year picnic celebration! 
       Last day of Seedlings
        Wednesday, May 15
       Last day of Sprouts
        Friday, May 24
       CLOSED *Summer Break*      
        May 25 - June 9
       Summer Session 1 Start      
        Monday, June 10
       Summer Session 2 Start      
        Monday, July 15

Important Dates

We are raising funds to build a second classroom space at 
the Allison-Deaver House property. We are excited for this 
opportunity and appreciate any and all support! Since moving 
from Just Ripe Farm after the flooding it is amazing to feel 
settled in this space and to be offered the opportunity to 
grow.  The best way to donate is by cash, check, or the Venmo 
app (sent to pisgahcollective). We also have a fundly page you 
can access from our website, or by clicking this image -------->

Greenhouse Classroom

Wednesday, May 22 
POP-UP FUNDRAISING EVENT
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! (Details to follow)

END OF YEAR FAMILY PICNIC
WHEN: Saturday, May 25 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

WHERE: Sycamore Flats Picnic Area 
*As you enter Pisgah National Forest it is the first turn in 
on the left (before the Ranger Station).

Please bring your family for a fun, casual family picnic to 
end our semester at school. Feel free to bring something 
to share but there is no expectation to do so. 

Pack a picnic for your family, a blanket, any games or 
toys, and anything else for some fun in the forest! There 
is access to the river in this spot so you may want to 
bring a change of clothes. 

We hope to see you there. Feel free to drop-in for a hello 
or stay the entire time!

If you want to share your contact information with other Pisgah 
Collective families, add it to the spreadsheet shared with you called: 

‘Family Contact List // Pisgah Collective’ 

https://fundly.com/greenhouse-classroom-pisgah-collective

