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Redirecting Undesirable Play
   Whether it be violent play or exclusionary language, 
preschool inevitably brings undesirable scenarios in 
need of intentional, adult redirection. 
  The most important thing for teachers and parents 
to remember is that these scenarios are the result of 
a natural process of development wherein the chil-
dren are experimenting with their personalities and 
places in the world. 
   It can be easy, especially for parents, to be very con-
cerned when violent or antisocial behaviors mani-
fest, but it is especially true in early childhood that 
these are very rarely indicative of traits later in life. 
When the adults can avoid creating a taboo around 
these behaviors, they will almost always pass. 
   Very young children have an uncanny ability to 
discern when something may be provocative and 
they are wired to test adults’ reactions to different 
behaviors and phrases. We follow the rule of giving 
unwanted behavior as little attention or energy as it 
takes to redirect it. With older children, this could be 
as simple as maintaining eye contact and the chil-
dren often understand to choose a new game. 
   Gun play can reasonably be particularly upsetting 
to parents. With our older students, we do sometimes 
discuss the reality that guns will never be allowed 
in school. Mostly, children are completely unaware 
of the violence associated with guns and shooting. 
They are simply partaking in a deep seeded desire to 
project power at a distance. 
   With our youngest students, we do not address 
many behaviors as negative as we know it is unin-
tentional, but simply encourage a new choice of 
activity or tool through positive redirection (more 
on this topic in our March 2018 issue).  We do have 
rules that there is no shooting or bad guys at school, 
though of course these games arise. 
  At school, we find children typically respond posi-
tively to reminders that we are all responsible for tak-
ing care of each other. Of course there are plenty of 
times when certain behaviors may lead to a tempo-
rary span of time by oneself, just as will be a natural 
consequence throughout their lives. We make sure 
this time is spent actively engaged in an independ-
ent activity and we have a conversation with the 
child before they return to the group. 
    We talk with the children about what they will do 
instead, how they will help each other, that super 

heroes help people, etc. One of our most important rules 
is that we either play with everyone, or always have the op-
tion to be on our own. We consider it to be a very important 
life skill to acknowledge to oneself when we need space.
   It is helpful to see the preschool community as a ‘society 
writ small,’ just as full of diverse personalities as our adult 
world. Everyone has unique traits and experiences, which 
is of course part of the value of early membership in a com-
munity outside of the family. These differences also mean 
that children are exposed to things that are beyond what 
they are exposed to in the home.    
   Many parents have come to us curious about how to 
bridge our school expectations and limits into home life 
and play dates, specifically in reference to conflicts. 
    While we can share our tactics, just remember when they 
are with you, it will always be more difficult for your chil-
dren to behave with the maturity that we see at school.   
    That being said, there are definitely aspects of what we do 
at school that can be helpful. Taking a deep breath, drink of 
water, or a moment alone is often a prerequisite for a suc-
cessful conflict resolution. 
   Making sure each child involved has the opportunity to 
share their feelings or needs and that the other one is able 
to listen requires a lot of patience; often parents will be too 
quick to voice what they think is happening when the most 
helpful thing to do may be to wait quietly for the child to 
express themselves. Very often the most important lesson 
of a conflict is tonal awareness and respectful expression of 
feelings and needs. Taking the time to ask your child to try 
again with a smile in their voice or that you will be able to 
help them once they can ask you nicely is an important skill 
we can all help them to develop. 
   Reminding each child that they will have a turn to express 
themselves often helps facilitate them listening to one oth-
er. There is a balance between giving them time to find the 
words for these feelings and also providing them the lan-
guage we think will help them express themselves. 
   Our multi-age classroom dynamic provides many differ-
ent kinds of opportunities to practice various ways of re-
solving the plethora of conflicts that arise. This complexity 
requires a lot of nuance and practice for adults to master 
and is unique to each scenario. 
   As always, we really encourage everyone to come to us 
with any specific questions and want to be a resource for 
our families. Please don’t hesitate to email us with any 
questions and we will be sure to get back to you and/or 
schedule a time to get together.
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Community Happenings
Natural Playdates

Tuesday, April 2 @ 10:00 am
Thursday, April 4 @ 10:00 am
Monday, April 8 @ 10:00 am

Check out these free, fun, educational natural play programs for 
children ages 3 - 5 and their parent/caregiver. Playdates take place 

outside, rain or shine, and will include stories, structured activities, and 
free play in nature. Meet at 299 Andante Lane at Brevard Music Center.

Trade for Tots Children’s Consignment Sale
April 6 from 8:00 am - 2:00 pm 

This bi-annual children’s consignment sale benefits Mountain Sun 
Community School and will be held at Searcy Hall on the Brevard Mu-
sic Center campus. There will be Spring/Summer children’s clothing, 
costumes, furniture, baby items, baby gear, kids gear, shoes, books, 

toys, games etc. The sale is open to the community for donating, con-
signing, and shopping.

Vintage and Antique Sale
April 27 from 10:00 am - 2:00 pm 

The Historical Society will have a sale to raise funds for the Allison-
Deaver House repairs and restoration. Donations of the following 

items are accepted to benefit the Historical Society: collectibles, fine 
china, antique furniture, decorative art items, linens, and antique toys. 
Call 828.884.5137 for pick-up and come to the Allison-Deaver House 

to show your support that afternoon! 
Egg My Yard!

The Family Place is hosting their annual egg my yard fundraiser again! 
You can register and wake up Easter weekend to candy and treat-filled 

eggs hiding in your yard with a note from the Easter bunny! 
Find out more and register online at: https://www.thefamilyplacenc.

com/latest-news/eggmyyard2019
Farm Stand at Just Ripe Farm

Check out their hours online!
Rooster Head Plantation is running the Just Ripe farm stand and it 

is open for the season! They are extending a 10% discount to Pisgah 
Collective families until 4/30! They will have a kids corner, free library, 

many local products, and MORE! 

 
       FAMILY PARK PLAY
       Saturday, April 13 
       9 - 11 a.m. 
Bring your family and friends to 
Franklin Park anytime during this 
window to meet other Pisgah 
Collective families and enjoy the 
morning together!

Important Dates

We have started a pollinator 
wildflower garden and have been 

transplanting Sedum and Iris bulbs 
along the creek.

    SPRING BREAK CAMP
       April 15 - 19
Our regular programs are 
closed this week and we will be 
running a Spring Break Camp. 
Info and sign-up on our website, 
there are a fw spots left. This is a 
separate program from our regu-
lar semester.

We have been very busy with spring projects around the prop-
erty. The after school seedlings and morning sprouts have been 
very helpful. We built 3 new raised beds, spread soil, and have 
started planting! Please feel free to take a garden tour at pick-up 
time and ask your child about it. Currently we have spinach, kale, 
lettuce, swiss chard, and strawberries growing in the beds. 

CLOSED *Reg. programming*      
April 8 - 19

Spring is here
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