
This semester has been filled with new and inspir-
ing discoveries. Just as our greenhouse classroom 
and garden have developed, our students have 
established entirely new skills and connections 
with one another. Together, we have all learned 
so much about ourselves, each other and our sur-
roundings. 
Our mornings have been full of stories, music, art, 
practical life skills, free play, gardening, scientific 
experiences, and so much more. 

Stories and Music
We spontaneously enjoy stories and music each 
morning, sometimes multiple times a morning. 
During circle time books are read that either the 
children select based on their interest, or as an 
extension of a planned activity. We have a variety 
of instruments that are available each day. We use 
music as an extension of what we are learning 
about and experiencing at the farm. On the next 
page of this newsletter you can see some of the 
songs that have been created with your children. 

Art
Not a day goes by without a child inspiring their 
friends to express themselves artistically. Once 
someone is painting, others are drawn to our 
art area. We have project drawers with a variety 
of options for the children to choose from such 
as palette painting, watercolors, play doh, pipe 
cleaner lacing and more. We have also made paint 
and brushes with natural items. It’s amazing the 
different techniques that these natural medium 
inspire. The easel is also a popular work space and 
now with the addition of our palette fencing we 
have endless canvas for outdoor painting! 

Practical Life
These enticing activities promote more than the 
very important fine motor development which 
they provide, but are also practices in order, rep-
etition, responsibility and mastery. The children 
are drawn to exercises in pouring, scooping, 
spooning, tweezing, sponging, basting, pipet-
ting, sweeping, mopping, and many other ac-
tivities they observe adults doing all the time! We 
respectfully refer to this as the children’s work, 
because building these skills is truly the work of 
childhood. They are free to choose their desired 
tray and interact with the tools provided in a con-
structive manner. When their interest dissipates, 
which could be anywhere from 10 seconds to an 
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hour or longer, they are expected to prepare the work 
for the next person and return it to the shelves. Their 
love of these activities provides motivation to practice 
being a productive and helpful member of society.

Free Play 
The endless opportunities inherent in free play can-
not be overstated. Allowing the children to build their 
imaginative reality and explore within it and with one 
another free from unnecessary adult intervention is 
one of the most important things we offer. We take 
these opportunities to observe the children and learn 
so much about them as individuals. Friendships really 
blossom through these shared imaginative experi-
ences as well as the inevitable conflicts of any shared 
experience. As the adults, we are ready to help with 
any needed conflict resolution. As the semester has 
progressed, we have noticed their abilities to commu-
nicate their plans, needs, and desires to one another 
has become markedly more fluid.

Gardening
Through the winter season we talked, sang, and read 
about how plants grow while being able to observe 
the natural changes around us. We started our plant-
ing season with sunchokes and planted seeds in start-
er trays with Farmer Rachel. Over the past month we 
have planted nasturtium,  a variety of flower bulbs, 
peas, beans, greens, and herbs with more to come! 
The children have shown great interest in watching 
the farmers work in the fields and noticing the chang-
es going on across the farm. 

Scientific experiences
Beyond the gardening learning opportunities at the 
farm, we are exposed to all kinds of weather patterns, 
especially in the transitional morning time. We also 
practice using a variety of scientific tools such as mag-
nifying glasses, binoculars, pipettes, test tubes, and 
more. We use nets to practice bug sweeping and to 
collect nature treasures. The children love to search  
for and observe bugs. The class favorite so far has 
been earthworms. What a great subject for discuss-
ing both their individual life cycles as well as the circle 
of life! We have also gone in-depth into the frog and 
praying mantis life cycles. We currently have tadpoles 
and praying mantis eggs in our classroom. 

The outdoors provides endless opportunities for 
movement, teamwork, discoveries, discussions and 
is the ideal environment for inspiring the smiles that 
come from feeling connected with our surroundings.



If you are on a 4-week 
payment plan, tuition is 
due the week of May 14.

END OF YEAR  FAMILY PICNIC

  In our classroom we have a compost bucket and 
talk to the kids about why we separate our food 
waste from other trash and recycling. We take trips 
to the “big” compost pile as a class to empty our 
small tub every few days. 
  If you have compost from your house and would 
like to send it in a sealed container (tupperware, 
plastic bag, etc) with your child we would love to 
dispose of it at the farm! This will be a practice in 
connecting their home life to their school commu-
nity.
Compostables:
Fruit/veggie scraps, egg shells, coffee grounds and filters, 
tea bags, loose leaf tea, old herbs/spices, old oatmeal, juice 
pulp, stale snacks and seeds, dryer lint, used matches, saw 
dust  —the list continues!

Water Play Everyday!

We want your compost!

WHEN: Saturday, May 26 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m.

WHERE: Sycamore Flats Picnic Area 
*As you enter Pisgah National Forest it is the 
first turn in on the left (before the Ranger Sta-
tion).

Please bring your family for a fun, casual family 
picnic to end our semester at school. Feel free 
to bring something to share but there is no 
expectation to do so. 

Pack a picnic, blanket, any games or toys, and 
anything else for some fun in the forest!
 

Bike Path Cleanup 
Sunday, May 6 | 11 a.m.
Lowe’s Parking Lot Start | Oskar Blues End
We will meet at Lowe’s and walk/bike/stroller the 
bike path together to Oskar Blues, cleaning it up 
along the way. There is another group starting in 
town and everyone will meet in the middle. There 
will be a celebration, including a raffle, at Oskar Blues 
after everyone gets there. 

Songs We Sing

First you plant the seed and sprinkle it with love
Then the sun comes out and shines from up above

The rain falls from the clouds and soaks into the roots
Then the plant grows strong, just like me and you!

Rain, Rain come again 
Please water our garden
Fill up our rivers and our cups
Thank you very much!

Mud, mud 
Mud is so fun
You mix dirt with water
And you get - MUD!

Below are some more songs we 
sing at circle time, in the garden, 

or during music parades! 

Our Morning Song
Good morning to the sun
Good morning everyone

We practice everyday 
to be kind so we have fun

Good morning to the world
So much to thank you for
The sky and all the trees 

and the swish of the breeze
Thanks to all my friends

I might just hold your hand
Let’s have a lovely day

and LEARN ALL THAT WE CAN!

This is our environmental 
stewardship community 

contribution for 
Spring 2018!


